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Curriculum Intent  

It is our intent that children will leave our schools resilient, emotionally literate, aspirational, effective                   
communicators who are happy and therefore ready for the next stage of their life through the behaviour, 
knowledge and skills they have learnt whilst in our care. If we can achieve this for our children then we believe we 
are giving them the best opportunity to achieve success in their life. Through an inclusive and stimulating             
environment we will develop every child and allow them to write their own story in life. This intent is defined as 
our REACH principles.  

Resilient: Every child is resilient.  

Emotionally Literate: Every child is aware of their feelings and those of others.  

Aspirational: Every child aspires for more in their learning and in life.  

Communicators: Every child is an effective communicator.  

Happy: Every child has the right to be happy. Bilton Community Federation  

 

Our vision is to empower children to make a positive impact on the world and to apply the 
following values in all they do: Care, Co-operation, Honesty, Forgiveness, Respect and Resilience. 

Reading  
At BJS, reading is at the heart of our curriculum and we are committed to enabling our children to gain a life-long 

love of reading and books Through a range of high quality texts and learning experiences, we help our children to 

read accurately and fluently with understanding and develop their learning across the wider curriculum with         

opportunities to apply taught reading skills across other subject areas.  

Reading is the key to academic success and a crucial life skill, helping the children to gain knowledge and develop 

their vocabulary across the curriculum at Junior school and beyond, and as such is of the highest priority here at 

BJS.  

How do we teach reading at BJS?  
The skill of reading is taught, practiced and promoted throughout the school, 
across the whole curriculum and through a range of strategies:  
• Reading for pleasure supported by Accelerated Reader 
• Phonics Lessons 
• Specialist phonics catch up lessons 
• Whole class reading supported by CLPE (Centre for Literacy in Primary 

Education)  Power of Reading 
• Reading Comprehension  
• DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) daily 
• Reading for the wider curriculum  
• Access to the school library 
 

Phonics at BJS  
Phonics is the gateway to reading and for those children who have not yet mastered the skills of Phonics on entry 
to BJS we have a bespoke programme and a reading catch up programme based on Project X, delivered by our 
phonics specialists. Those who continue to struggle with reading further up the school continue to be supported 
by our phonics and SEND specialist teachers.  

 
Power of Reading Approach  

The Power of Reading (developed by the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education) is a creative approach to            
reading using high quality texts and supported by a multi disciplinary approach to reading focused on deep               
understanding of the texts and its context including, drama, vocabulary, fluency, text analysis , links between texts 
and comprehension.  
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Writing  

At Bilton Junior School, we want to build on previous learning to develop confident, proud and effective writers. 

We expect our pupils to build writing stamina as appropriate for their age and ability. Our writers are encouraged 

to become increasingly resilient by making choices in their writing which might include rejecting vocabulary in or-

der to choose a more effective word and they will be taught how to edit their work, making purposeful changes. 

Writers at BJS will apply the conventions of grammar and punctuation to their writing and they will apply spelling 

rules that we aim pupils to retain in their long term memories. We intend for all of this to accumulate into a de-

veloping a love of writing effectively for a purpose.  

Spelling 

Spelling is taught using Jane Considine’s ‘The Spelling Book’ approach. 

Each year group investigates phonemes and graphemes to develop their 

knowledge of spelling families, rules and they explore exceptions to rules.           

Children have access to ‘Spelling Shed’ at school and at home to consoli-

date their learning about spelling that takes place in class. Regular practise 

both and school and at home enable spelling rules to be retained in the long term memory – spelling is for life not 

just for a test! 

 

Handwriting 

Pupils are taught to form their letters correctly and to have clear ascenders and descenders, with an expectation 

of a clear, legible joined handwriting style. A variety of resources are used including ‘Letter Join Handwriting’. 

 

Writing 

Each year group creates writing from a range of genres which are revisited and developed during their time at BJS. 

These include: Fiction, Non-fiction, Poetry, Story writing (narrative), Play scripts, Myths and Legends, Fairy tales, 

Fables, Traditional Tales, Letters, Diary Entries, Biography / Autobiography, Balanced/biased arguments,             

Persuasive writing, Newspaper Reports, Explanation Texts, Instructional Texts, Non-Chronological Reports,               

Recounts, Narrative Poems, Free Verse, Structured poems such as Haiku Tanka, Visual/Shape Poems. These            

genres are inspired by high quality texts. Pupils are able to see inside an 

author’s mind and the choices that are made during the writing process 

through modelling. Pupils work collaboratively to gather ideas for writing 

and when editing. Our pupils see themselves as writers who communicate 

effectively with a range of audiences and for different purposes. 

We use Jane Considine’s ‘Progression Through Genres’ in addition to      

creating our own schemes of work that have cross-curricular links which 

support learning in other subjects. Our pupils are given individual feed-

back, class feedback, peer feedback and self-assess their own writing. 

Spoken Language 

Pupils at BJS are supported and encouraged to be confident in the art of speaking and listening.  They use           

discussion to communicate with others; this might be in pairs, groups or with the whole class. Our pupils are          

encouraged to speak clearly and confidently. They are provided with opportunities to articulate their views and 

opinions; they speak for a range of purposes and to different audiences. Our pupils have opportunities to             

participate in plays, class debates, assemblies, Junior Leadership Team and Learning Ambassador meetings. In  

lessons our pupils have talk partners, participate in drama / role play, share thoughts and opinions in PSHE and 

apply their speaking and listening skills in all subjects. 

 

Supporting children with additional needs (SEND inclusion) 
At BJS we expect ALL children to convey their written ideas with increasing competence. Children are supported 

with this development in many different ways including: the learning of differentiated spellings; scaffold frames to 

support organisation of ideas; gathering vocabulary through pairs / group / class discussion; word mats with High 

Frequency Words / topic related vocabulary; verbal rehearsal before putting pen to paper; the use of laptops           

instead of hand-written writing. 
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At BJS we celebrate World Book 

Day by inviting into school authors 

and story tellers. It is also a great 

opportunity for the children and 

staff to dress up as their favourite 

book character!  

We are lucky to have a link with the local 

author ‘Janet Roberts’ who has shared her 

experiences as a writer with the children at 

BJS. Janet has written a popular series of 

‘Chico Chugg’ books. The children were   

delighted to have their copies signed!  

We have strong links with our local bookshop 

‘Hunts’ who provide a pop-up book shop and 

book deliveries to school. The school have         

benefited from many free books from this link.  

Each class has allocated library time for           

choosing their own reading material and to 

listen to stories. We are lucky to have a range 

of exciting books for the children to read.  
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Project X is a whole-school reading and writing 

programme designed to encourage and inspire 

children. This is taught by our specialist         

phonics lead to children in small groups.  

I love reading to  Rosie. 

She is a great listener and 

helps my confidence.  
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Writing Overview  

  Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 3 

 The Great Kapok Tree  
Storyboard and narrative,  

Coming to England - 

Floella Benjamin 

Biography, fact files 

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt—Poetry 

Onomatopoeia - Joseph 
Coelho Poetry 

Bonfire Night 

Informative Poster 

Mousehole Cat  
Setting descriptions 

Stone Age Boy  
Narrative,  

Non chronological report 

How to Wash a Woolly 
Mammoth  
Instructions 

Poppies -  Narrative 

The Secret of Black Rock 
Narrative 

Play script 

Reported Dialogue 

Predictions 

Pugs of the Frozen North  
Character description 

Prediction  
Shackleton’s Journey  

Biography 

Lost and Found  
Diary 

Adventure Narrative 

Soar - Alyce Tzue 

Character description 

Non chronological report 

Playscript 

  

Marcy and the Riddle of the 
Sphinx - Todd Stanton 

Prediction/Settings 

Character description 

Suspense Narrative 

Riddles  
The Bluest of the Blue Non 

chronological report 

Letter 

Tadeo Jones  
Prediction 

Setting and personification 

Storyboard - chronological  
order 

Diary 

  

Year 4 

Escape from Pompeii—
Christiana Balit (Setting de-
scription, eye witness ac-

counts and diaries). 

My Heart Is a Poem 
(Poetry) 

Earth Shattering Events 
(Non-chronological reports) 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

(Biography and Play scripts) 

Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory (Character descrip-

tion, Persuasive writing, Nar-
rative) 

  

The Iron Man (Story Openers, 

Vlogs) 

Journey to the River Sea 

(Interviews in role, letter writ-
ing, discussion) 

  

Year 5 

I Was a Rat! (Formal letter, 
newspaper reports, diary 

entry) 

Street Child (Narrative) 

Queen Victoria 
(Biographies) 

Curiosity—Mars Rover Set-
ting description, information 

text/non-chronological re-
ports, poetry 

Tom’s Midnight Garden 
(Narrative, dialogue) 

Journey to Jo’burg (Play 
script) 

The Magic Paintbrush 

(Balanced Argument,                 
Character Description, Prose 

Narrative) 

The Present (Film Narrative) 

Year 6 

Private Peaceful 

Character setting, descrip-
tion, diary entry, persuasive 

speech 

War Poetry 

Christmas Truce (Narrative) 

Rock UK Review (Reviews) 

Macbeth 

Setting description, letters, 
diary entry                             

balanced argument 

Alma 

Film review, setting             
description, narrative 

Adventures of Odysseus 

Greek Holiday Leaflets 
(persuasion) 

Narrative, character descrip-
tion 

Pickle Letters 

Persuasive letter 



 8 

Year 3 Autumn 

Diaries/Recounts  

Narrative  
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Grammar and Sentence Structure  
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Year 3 Autumn 

Biographies  Fact Files  
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Poetry  

Poetry 

Add detail about the senses. 

Use exciting vocabulary. 

Start each line with a capital letter. 

Use poetic to create effect. 

Start each sentence on a new line. 

Read my poem aloud. 

Onomatopoeia - Joseph Coelho  
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Information Text 

Title 

Headings and Subheading 

Bold print 

Key Words 

Diagrams 

Information Text Poetry 
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Setting Descriptions  

Setting Description 

A name for the place. 

Details to make the place believable. 

Describe the weather and time of day. 

Describe what can be seen, heard, felt. 

Use adjectives to allow the reader to picture the setting. 
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Narrative  Non-Chronological Report  
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Instructions   
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Year 3 Spring 

Narrative 
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Play scripts 

Play Script Checklist 

A heading (title) 

A cast list at the start of the script 

Characters’ names are written on the left 

Colons are used after characters’ names 

There is a new line for every speaker 

CAPITALS or italics have been used to give emphasis to a word 

There are NO inverted commas for speech 

Reported Dialogue Prediction  

Character Description  

Prediction  
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Biography  

Writing with increased confidence and independence from previous biography 
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Narrative  Diary  

Writing with increased confidence and          

independence from previous report 

Report Writing  

Character Description and Script Writing  
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Year 3 Summer  

Setting and Character Description 

A name for the place. 

Details to make the place believable. 

Describe the weather and time of day. 

Describe what can be seen, heard, felt. 

Use adjectives to allow the reader to picture the setting. 

Describe what the character looks like. 

Describe how the character acts, moves and speaks. 

Describe what the character thinks and feels. 

Use interesting adjectives. 

Setting and Character Description  

Suspense Narrative  

Riddles  Prediction  

Suspense Narrative 

A detailed description of the surroundings. 

Clues to engage the reader. 

Physical reactions from the character. 

Emotional responses of the character. How are they 

feeling? 

Events are in order. 

Exclamation marks are used to express strong feelings, 

such as anger or joy. 



 21 

Non-Chronological Report  Letters  

Prediction  

Storyboards  Setting and Personification  

Diary  
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Narrative  

Year 4 Autumn  
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Year 4 Autumn  

Diary 
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Year 4 Autumn  

Poetry  

Poetry 

Add vivid detail of sight, sound, smell, taste and touch. 

Use ambitious vocabulary. 

Start each line with a capital letter. 

Use the same tense throughout the poem. 

Use features such as repetition to create effect. 

Start each sentence on a new line. 

Adapt the tone, volume and intonation to match the words when reading the 

poem. 

Edit and improve the poem based on feedback. 
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Year 4 Autumn  

Non-Chronological Reports  
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Year 4 Spring 

Biography  
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Play Script  

Year 4 Spring   

Play Script Checklist 

A heading (title) 

A cast list at the start of the script 

Stage directions in brackets and in present tense 

Characters’ names are written on the left 

Colons are used after characters’ names 

There is a new Scene for every time the setting changes 

There is a new line for every speaker 

There are ellipses … to show a character’s behaviour 

CAPITALS or italics have been used to give emphasis to a word 

There are NO inverted commas for speech 
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Year 4 Spring 

Persuasive Advert/Speech  

Character Description  

Narrative  
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Year 4 Summer Narrative  

Interviews  

Discussion   

Letters  

Pigeon Impossible—Persuasive Argument  
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Year 5 Autumn 

Formal Letter  

Newspaper Report  
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Diary  
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Narrative  

Year 5 Autumn 
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Queen Victoria Biographies  



 34 

Year 5 Spring  

Setting Description  

Information Text/ Non-Chronological Report 
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Space Poetry  Argument  
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Year 5 Spring  

Narrative and Dialogue  



 37 

 Year 5 Summer  

Play Script Checklist 

A heading (title) 

A cast list at the start of the script 

A description of Scene 1 and the action that has just occurred 

Stage directions in brackets and in present tense. 

Adverbs at the start of some dialogue, showing how the line 

Characters’ names are written on the left 

Colons are used after characters’ names 

There is a new Scene for every time the setting changes 

There is a new line for every speaker 

There are ellipses … to show a character is thinking or stuttering 

CAPITALS or italics have been used to give emphasis to a word 

There are NO inverted commas for speech 

Play scripts  
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Year 5 Summer  

Balanced Argument  

Character Description  

Prose Narrative  
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Year 5 Summer  

 

Film Narrative  
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Year 6 Autumn  

Narrative  

Diary Entry 
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Persuasive—Rock UK  Persuasive—Private Peaceful  

War Poetry  
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Year 6 Spring  

Setting Description  

Balanced Argument  
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Letters 

Diary  
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Year 6 Spring 

 Narrative  

Film Review 

Film Review Checklist 

Include the title of the film, the year it was made and 

who directed it. 

Open the review with a strong first sentence which        

engages the reader. 

Include the genre, key actors by name and state who 

the film is targeted at. 

Give a summary of the plot without giving too much 

away. 

Give an opinion of the film. 

Use powerful adjectives and adverbs to add further         

detail. 

Mention the strengths of the film, with specific detail. 

 

Mention the weaknesses of the film, with specific detail.  
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Year 6 Summer  

Persuasive Text  

 Narrative  

Character Description  
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Year 6 Summer 

Persuasive Writing  
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Feedback: Editing and Peer and Self Assessment  

Editing Slips 

Editing in black pen 

Responding to Feedback  

Peer marking  
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Cross Curricular/Celebrating Writing Achievements  


