
Dear Parents and Carers,

Earlier in the week Miss Noyce presented a thoughtful
and meaningful assembly for Remembrance Day. 
It was a very special occasion for our children, as it 
reinforced our key messages about respect, gratitude, 
and the sacrifices made by so many people for peace 
and freedom. Through this assembly, the children 
gained a deeper understanding of the importance of 
remembrance and how historical events have shaped the world we live
in today. Taking part in traditions such as wearing poppies and
observing a moment of silence helped the children feel connected to
both their community and their country. These moments of reflection
reminded everyone of the value of peace and the importance of
resolving conflicts through understanding and kindness rather than
violence. We were extremely proud of how thoughtfully the children
engaged with this learning, and we would also like to extend our
congratulations to those who represented the school so well at the
Remembrance Day Parade on Sunday.

We would also like to thank everyone for their incredible 
support of Children in Need today. Your generosity and 
enthusiasm have made a real difference. The funds 
raised will go towards supporting children and 
young people who face a range of challenges, such 
as poverty, illness, disability, or difficult family 
circumstances. Through your contributions, you are 
helping to provide them with opportunities to build 
brighter, more secure futures. It has been wonderful 
to see our children come together for such a meaningful cause,
demonstrating kindness, compassion, and a strong sense of community
spirit.

Finally, we invite you to visit the upcoming Art and Writing Exhibition at
St Mark’s Church, Bilton, where you can enjoy a showcase of fantastic
creative work from our children. The exhibition will take place on
Saturday 15th and 22nd November from 10:00am to 12:30pm.

Thank you all once again for your continued support.

Mrs Ross
Head of School 
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“At the going down of the sun and in
the morning, we will remember them,” 

- Laurence Binyon
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In school activities 

Celebrations

3HN Dara    For being a wonderful Science
Ambassador and leading our class investigation

3LD Daksh For his lovely story around
Remembrance Day

3RY Srithik For always putting 100% into
everything he does

3TP Logan For his excellent inference work in
guiding reading

4EL Ethan For his creativity when producing his
amazing art collage

4SR Alex For his amazing ideas in our poetry work
4SS Nzinga for his amazing writing skills

5LM Olivia For excellent contributions of
alternative vocabulary during our English lessons

5MB Karthi K For working hard and showing
enthusiasm across the curriculum

5PA Yatika For excellent effort and achievement 

6LB      Whole class   For their resilience and a
positive attitude both at Rock UK and in school

last week.
6NV     Whole class   For all the new skills that

children learnt at school and at Rock UK last week

Remembrance
activities 

3HN Archie E For being a caring member of class
3LD Olivia C For always being a caring friend to

others
3RY Skye For being a caring and kind member of

class
3TP Charlene For always being a caring member of

class

4EL Fatoumata For making lots of progress with her
reading and showing resilience

4SR Harry for always showing care and
consideration to others

4SS Kacper for being such a wonderful and caring
friend

5LM Mia For showing care to a year 3 at lunchtime
5MB Isobelle for demonstrating care and respect

5PA Isabelle For demonstrating care and kindness in
her interactions with others

6LB Violet G For showing compassion and
encouragement to their friends while at Rock UK 

6NV Flo For her 'can do' attitude at Rock UK as well
as being a great support to her team mates
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The Supreme Court has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time (Platt v Isle of Wright 2017). The Supreme Court has
made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of

any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the
Education Act 1996.

 
The law states a leave of absence may only be granted by a school if an application is made in advance and if it considers there are exceptional

circumstances relating to the application.  Schools must judge each application individually considering the specific facts and circumstances and relevant
background context behind each request.  A leave of absence is granted entirely at the school’s discretion. Generally, a need or desire for a holiday or other
absence for the purpose of leisure and recreation would not constitute an exceptional circumstance.  Where a leave of absence is granted, the school will

determine the number of days a pupil can be absent from school. 

When making an application for Leave of Absence parents are advised to give sufficient information and time to allow the Head teacher the opportunity to
consider all the exceptional circumstances and to notify parents of their decision.  The school may also request further information on the application and

supporting documentation where appropriate. 
It is advised that if the resident parent has not received notification or a response regarding the leave of absence application, it is the parents’ responsibility to

ascertain if the leave is authorised prior to the start of the leave. 
The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent ie the parent with whom the child normally resides. 

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child is expected to be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the
child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.  Where a leave of absence is requested, but additional days taken either

prior to or after the request may be considered as part of the leave of absence. Leave of Absences which are not made in advance cannot be authorised in line
with legislation.  This will result in the absence being recorded as ‘unauthorised’.  All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be
referred to the Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.  Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County

Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices and in the first instance, as an alternative to prosecution proceedings.   

The law relating to Penalty Notices changed with effect from 19 August 2024. Therefore, Penalty Notices issued for Leave of Absence taken from September
2024 will be issued in accordance with the updated legislation. 

• Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices – 4 in total).   

o First Leave of Absence offence:  The Penalty Notice amount of £160 to be paid within 28 days, this is reduced to £80 each child if paid within 21
days. 

o Second Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first penalty notice): The amount of £160 paid within 28
days.  No reduced amount. 

• Payment plans will not be offered and/or payments received outside of the 28 day period will not be accepted. Where a penalty notice expires unpaid the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider criminal prosecution.    

• Third Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first penalty notice):  A penalty notices will be not be issued and the
matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal prosecution proceedings under S444 of Education Act

1996. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME 
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority
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https://www.facebook.com/www.thenationalcollege

https://www.facebook.com/wuw.thenationalcollege
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Inspire - Challenge  - Achieve

School policy information can be found here:
http://www.biltonjuniorschool.co.uk/policies

NAME AND CLASS with the reason for their absence

Dates and Contact Details

How can you help your PTA? 

This group is JUST for people that can help at events. Those
who join can opt out at anytime please just let the PTA team

know

Scan or upload this QR code using the WhatsApp camera to
join this group

http://www.biltonjuniorschool.co.uk/policies

